"Ly wife will bc ocut in a mimute: she scy's she's ot
a pretty startling fdea for the Costum: B8nll."
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0 EVERYBODY AGH<D that the 1960 Ulster In-
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F \ ‘ tematiocnal archaery Team should fly over
to Scotlrnd for the hig contegt. Nation-
Lo LN
k : S T e

al prestigc damands thot e fly, said
||_).‘_

Stevurty Lamoni therc's no comparison
%.. between tha stamdnrds of comfort in
% - bout and plme, said Hector Simpscng
<+, - w:'1]l shoot bettor if we fly be-
277> cmge there's less fntigue, sedd
% willy Desnej flying iz tho only
. civilised gantlammly oy to g,
N gnid Nelson Pexk. Poing a nave—
Ay oomer to the teom, I meroly
noddcd a3 coch one in cum
Z7).. - socke his pleca. inyry,
Cfine cveryone ogrocd \o LTrc

7l P e e : A 7o flying. :

4 The folloving week we received & lotter fron tha ‘..x-chezy Lasodotion infoming us
thol, bcaase of swwersl finimcdimd ncur—disasters, the nepbers of tha Intemntion:l
Torn vould hwe to puy their o trivelling expenscs....

It %~y gric down in the hold of that toat.

~t firet I thowht tnc darlight crossing wula be good fun. I hod ncver dono it
bifore and I imrngined we woula huve o roistoring Gioc aovm in the thixi cless hola
—evlgging beer, -amoking, playing camds ull day. -8 it happined, things wimt 111
fizht for thc first port of thc jourasy. szt is the bt vhere “ww ~11 :olkod up the
angey. -t the top of it :« suiloy 4 th 4 ruc vcatherbeaten fuec and littlo erinklcs
at tha comcrs of his (ycs (which atowed thet hisg ficc wug boginning to crmek up at
tha comirs of his cycs) inoisted on trking .cur cisca of cquipcnt end putting then
in o gc rock along i th 211 tha cther lvggzage.

Ibr secc reascn this anrgca helson Parg ame he mcfusced to lerwve the vicinity of
the rock. (uesticning reveelcd that he wus ufrid cf hie stuff bdng stclen, nd nc
mount of sargument would cenvirnee hi~ th:t : aaomber of a netaricus intemotioned gung
of bow ond nrrow thicves v+ not vod ting to prunce the ropint hig boade w3 tumed.

Ho fin-1ly mncuncca kie inemticn of standing sunrd until the ship éocked ~t AR
rosomn dx brurs later. lelson is 4 very tall lema o with a foce th~t would ’id;a.]-
ly suit hir for plryirg Sérider ir = lord of the Rirgs file, and the icoc of hin
going to woste by standing 211 avy stering suspicitusly at the eliirly rlunoers cri
sweet-sucking chiliren who curroundea us.bad a strmgely depressing effcet on co. &
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Tho others sewnad to feel it tco tut we wullt below, set up o fow folding scats
nd & gaitensc, beught beer, lit pipes a1m cigurettes und aeclt the earcs, I founu
ysclf sitting beaide Stewarty Leron. This suited me quitc well; he is o sl
hoppy lecidng man whe works in an engineering toclrecom and I felt I know here I
V28 vith hir, But half an hour latcr, :fter tic bottles of palo clo, ho bazon. to
y borrer, tc exhibit unmigtekable signs of drunkenneaa,

Ais fnce got rod, he kept spilling his drink md showering the floor with cords
7hon it vne hig tum tc dcal, “Phisg is great," he would say at intervnels. "Good
Job the wife can't gsec nc now—.crinkin', genlin', uein' bad lansusgo—it's
grogk!" In between times he would sing amutches from Tho Desert Scng, cnd oach
tine o unattache: women went by he #hispcred, "She ian't half egidn' for trouble
paradin' abcut likc that, Flwuntin' herself in front of wild, drinldn' ncn!"

I et nore =na oire wrried abryt hin until ho reachel a orcseando vham he
thought he Jetectcd Harry Highim, the -ldest aenber of the toan, decling hingelf
extre errds. He lespt to his feet and shoutei, "Naw you don't, ncw you don't.
Thogo tricks den't focl ne—=l{averici!"

01d Barxy, en ex-professicnal ecldier *ith a bald head and a molexial ccplax-
icn, bod been growing tired of Stcearty's babbling. "Smt your mouth, you stupii-
1looldng .uesy" he searched his ming for smother TV character and blurted the first
anc that come, "...william Tell",

This wais an unfortunate cheico, Stemurty tock it as a subtle but dendly insult
to his prowess with the long bow and the cari game dissolved in o cxplogion of
acrinony mmd near-viclence, We spant the reat of the time wandering round the
ahip, gingly or in pairs. Everywhcre I went I wis able to see Neleon Poxrk's face
stidcing up abeve the orcwas ag he @uanded his bow :nd arrows. The enly bright
spot wemg vhan Heeter Simpscn forgave me for being in the same club ag Stewrrty
and tried to teach me scme Latin, .ftor I had gven a few wrcng asvers he docic-
el 1 wes werse than hig lowcst class at school md went awuy to the tcilot whore
he spnt the rest of the trip marking kkmewcrks,

* » » & » L 3 » » - » * *

Tho moming of the match “amed, as the saying gres, bright and frir., T hadn't
slopt toc well, 4l the previcus evening Stewurty had persisted vith his comvict—
ion thot every werin whe passed by was flaunting herself at hin ond "eskdn! for
trouble," I feund myself sharing the gsme bed with hin and as I wes complotoly
Gccustomed o being in bed with my wifo I wig terrified in ease I should parheps
put my am arcund Stewerty while sleeping, In the mood he was in there wes no
tolling how he would have teken it oo 1 epent the night balancel on the cpposite
edgo of the bed.

But it wes a fine sumy moming with very little wind eng I recovored oy good
Spirits £s5 we dxeve to the archery ground at Treon, Having reach.l the groamd we
unpacked cur little boxes and began stringing the bows and looking along arrows
to moke sure they were straight, 014 Herry, & veteran of many matches, kept tell-
ing us to relax and be confident, Confidence, it seamcd, was tho pain thing,

Sudcenly T noticed samcthing rather queer. The Scottish teum had eame out of
the pavilion carrying their boxes at the same time s us, but we had cur bows
strung ané bracers strapped om and yet the other tcam vas atill marching badk and
forvard to the pavilion CArTying out more and more boxes, when thay bad finally
dreopped the native bearer routine I began keeping & furtive @re in thc Scotaman
who was sharing my target.
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First of all he wrestsd tne lid off a massive packing casa and raumoved n Cx-
army ertillory amsight, bristling'with lumses &na Jomurled ¥noba, hich he act up
on & spceial tripod. He spent sevoral mirmtes pecring Jown into it and clicking
in ooloured filters of various strengths. after a while he ganscd my intcrest in
the contreption and explained that the filters were invaluable in chonging lighs
conaitions. Faced with this display of scientific exactitude I fell my confidenco
begin to crumble alightly. I glanced Zown the shooting line for & recssuring
glence at Ol¢ HEarry tut I could hardly see the reat of the Irish team for the
pilca of bexas that the Scots had preduced. The place had begun to lock like
Southampten iocks in the middle of o atrike.

iy oen, whose neme was angus, next openad another box and toak out a glceming
gadget which he act up on a little becnch. Thias, it turmed out, vas his 2rTO0V/
strui ghtencr——accurate to 001", I lcckeu devn the linc and saw thct tho othor
Scots vorv sctting up their arrcw atruightencra toc. iy this time I held bommn tc
focl sick.

Next comc his high powired bincculars
hich vicro for quick checks on urrcw pra-

2 A
iticns vhan he wdm't wmt to mcve cver C 7
to the qunaight. Thon cume o shocting = .
stid: for rostinz betwien enda, then two <

spccdeld mlver studs fer maxidng the pes-
ition of his tces so that ne could ulweys
resumo oxtetly the aome atance ~fter re-
itri ving orrowvs.

=
014 Hexry emc up to me and I notiead l" 4
tlrt his free semed pale under its usunl (@)
wootherboaten brovn. “Confidenco ia all ! :
th>t oounts,”" he whigspcred. "iben it ocoes I

to the bit cach man is alonoc cn the awarc ] | P i s T
with his bov." £z o | 7 ,) Ll

"are you kidaing?" I mosned in panic. "This client beside me hog been opening
boxes for helf on hour -md hc hasn't even recched his bow yet!"

Juet then -mgua took out his bow. Necaless to say it wus one of thc lcotest high
spcad, low drow weight, plustic laminate cfforta wiich coat os ruch £s 2l the
Irich team's stcel bowa sut together. when he had it braced and strung he gove the
atring o experimental pluck which produced a sharp clear musiecl motc liko & hews.
0ld Horry squeezed my Arm anc went fwiy back to his place to the tecompcninent of
pore rusicrd plinks from Scottish plestic bown all Jdovn the linc,

Tho vhiatle blew for the six pighting-in shots with which all natches load off.

Frech archor carrics six :rrowa. He shoots three :nd than steps bock until hia
opponant shoots three, then he shoots his second three. shen his op:onant hes ahct
hic cceond three thay go up to tho targot nd count the score for that and. -nguy
vag first on my target but he wns slow at atarting bectuse he had severel sote of
frrows in - box and he wnted to sclect a sct whosc fligkhts worc moct qui t7ble
for thc vind conditions, oo 1 satched Stoverty on ry loft ond Buctor on iy right.
Thcy toth 1lod off in thedir uaual fom. Stowarty, shooting too quickly ~ad ncrvous-
ly, blozod off threu arrows which seamod to be atill rigdng ts thqy posesed over
tho targot at & height of nbout twenty feet. Hcctor vury enlmly ~nd dclibertely
nlaced 1 arrow in each leg of the stond which supported his torget ond thea frdl-
ed to nodc tha third one properly. It gwe 1 horrible tw:ng ~nd fell on tha grouna



2bout six yards in front of him,

Sonmehow I wnrs reassurcvd. Stewmrty and Hector had bean archers for yothrs ond I
could bent thep——pcrhapa angua for a1l his cquipment would bc no better. By thia
tine he hnd chosen a set of arrows which ha felt would be suitable. Ho stood up to
the linc and in en unruffled, almost nbasractcd ceymer feathered three “xrrowa near
the centro of tho target & mundred yards away.

"Very good," I said mmbly.

“I'm mt toc heppy sbout mumber two," he cormented. "I1'd bettor cheek tho
atmightnesa—} think it's shout holf o thou cut.”

I went up to the line and sent off my first shot. at o hundred yrxds tho crrows
fade out of might before thqy strike und you listun for the sound. I wra overjoyed
to hear 8 ccforting thud from the terget aren und prepared to acnd cnother one in
the samc gencral dircetion.

Sudaanly -ngus bourked, "You'rs in the bleck at eight o'clock. Scrow your sight
out a gixtecnth ond ~in a little higher." 1 glimecod round and sa: th~t he =a
crouched over his gqunsight like a U-bout eocmarder uining torpcdocs. I did 23 hc
suggoated but y next shot misscd. angus gped into his intemdter for & nonent
then came cerching over to me, snatched my arrovo =nd put then throuh his arrew
atroightener one ofter the other. "I thcught sc," hc muttcrod ovor coch ona os he
testod it. "us nony sides ag a thrupenny bit+,'" He straignteded =1l oy ~rrovs end
sor the rest of the match tock un intense personnl interest in the f~te of every
shot, Due to his enthueinatic co:ching I munaged to put up one of Ly highest ovea
ncores, clthough zngus won by a confortable rifrgin :md tho Ulstar torn og o vhole
'8 beaten.

Five of us snilea back to Bclf-st that night. ne got & good sccit in the firut
cl2sa lcunge after changing our tickets froo third to first cless oo thot wo would
bo zblc to get sleeping nccommoduntion. Thinso went 1} right for ¢ vhilc—we di=
cussed the match over our becr, then Willy discovercd that with the ndded cxpansc
cf first class retum amd borths ~nd meals it would have been just 2a chodp to
fly. This led to o aumber of bitter wrangles then Stevarty began to notle. womun
fglllmtine themsolves at hin again and Kelson begnn to worry about his stuff being
atolen,...

_ Finnlly we 21l went below. On the way down 014 liarry diseoverwi thet bocauac of
the way our berth tickets wera arranged only four eould g into ome ocidn ond tho
fifth would huve to ghore mother cabin with & strenger. "It'a unfortuncte," he
acid. "It's not very nice being oway ficm all the boys on your own—Iut there's
nothing else for it."

Ye 0ll ngreed sadly, locked ::t each other for n fer, scoonds -nd then there wos
¢ vild charge towards our cabinsg. I was lucky anmouph to get in froat so I dnshed
into the rocm with tho surprised atrnger ani tolted the door, mmd I never did
find out which room the others bud bewn naring for.,

I alept late the following moming and vhcen I woke up the boiit hog bean in for
2ges ond all the others bad gone home. . Somchow, I didn't mina.
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out the kitchen door to the car., iother

Wa h ‘5h e waited until he was a good distence owry,
checked the path, found it clear. She tumed
to me. I looked over her impassive features. =ven
through the lenses, I could see the cool glint of hord
Ateel reflocted in her e¢yes. Whot was to come ? Sho buttoned the top frat-
CAng .f her trenchooat, and nodded towarda the Enat comer of the room, To
the geriktable. "There's one over there," she whispered. "Disposc of it." I
saluttl, She tumed awny, Her jack-beots clicked togrether gharply zs sho
doscanded the atcps. There wag a feint trece of a amile, of an inward jeko,
“n her immocant fece. It disappeared as she approached hor masband. Tho
ignition mopped, the car rclled down the drivewsy, spod owny inte the shedowva
of tho night,

I stocd until tho sound of the hurring engine ves too faint to discom,
“ith a swift, w1l co—crdinated rotien 1 closcd tho kitchem door end ceaated
o lcttcr-perfeot abeut-focc. The fly rosted there on the woxk tablo, its
unhoeding, tulbous eyea acarching clsozherc. Iy hand aneaked out to the ateck,
croped, found what it was lockdng fer. With tho paper in my ateady and wn-
shaldng ¢rip, I slewly alid forrard over the fleor. The fly remaingd, mot
knowing it had been gspcttod, umary of the ciramstences about to cnd its
brief nonant of edstenes. It suspucted nothing, I wmlked & fcw faot vy
from the vork table, tumcd, snd smintered past thc fly with the pepcr hcld
lcosely in oy right hund, With a hideous grin en oy mgz, I ceasod novanent
& foot fren the inacct. Out of the ccrmmor of ry cye, I bchold tho lest cwerc
novcoent of the tug, In a lightning swift acticn, every aynense perfcetly
intcgreted, the blur of moticn that wns the paper in oy hand sped up, tha dewva,
It hit the arktable with a sodden WHiCK., The ~rin widemed inte a lunctic
snile, I renoved the newspaper., Thare, in a po-l of fluid, lay thae fly, nossily
dienwbered, The amile ecased ints a lock of sclam pity, end with 8 sidcdac
cotion, the paper flicked away ama back - the coup~de~gracc. Tho frint drene
oorsod, tho logs stepped twitching, With a faintly diatasteful glenco, I pickod
up - rether pulled away - the carthly renains of the fly. sy head hold high, I
uictly huoed "taps”, and aa the final worda "and duat to dugt" ismce forth froa

[ Fu[HER LOOKED, found his keys, end \elked
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oy primery faeial orifice, I flushed the dend blctch down the tojlet,
They don't call me the fastest newspaper in the Engt for nothines,

KY EYES GLAZED WITH EXCITEMENT, I behold the unfortunate herse-thief ca the
fi“"seé woa ploced nround his neck. Larshell idllon was geing to hove one hell of

% tine befcre this show was cver.- I cculd nea that, fet thot ves ot 211 1
could see., F-r at thet exact n-ment, cut of the extreme comer cf oy eyebell, 1
“bserved a relatively smanll brewm object, in the rr-cess -f dcing scmethins - I
knew not what, 411 cutside awireness pigsed froa my renlm of existence, In o
split second, the brown cbjeet had vanished under the protection of the sleeve cf
ny fathers best blue suit, My sense ¢f loyally to my father meds o few vosue mun-
muriness, ut it wmg mainly my inbsm hate of insects that ccopellod me ¢ o ag I
did, All huneneness venished from my composure, Ibec:me once moms & oichine - a
n killer whose sole purpose in the macroccam was the mntizg down ond deatruction
of 211 ingect life. I felt o surge  of gtremeth and hatred pour through my veinas,
Eyes sleoming evilly, I stepped over to the guit-rack om tiptoe, Hod it seen ne 7
Cemtioualy and gently, ac as not to digturb unduly che be.n~ ingide, I 1lifted the
slceve until my view included the intruder,

“nt 1 observed wis the bigeest brown spider I heve evcs Do,

Vigihly ghaken, I backed off. My cunming mind wmviefuied a thousnd ~nd one borm-
ible denths for the thing to encocunter, Yot HSurshnll I8) lon would not woit yond I
«na feoling reneroug, Ho, the end would be qui ok,

1 tepped the sleeve with Just encugh foree to dislodge the spider, tut not demoges
it. The epider shoak lcose, dropped partwsy down on his shirmoring sosscnmor line,
tonk ono lock at me, uttered an inmudible Sutein, and plummeted the rest of tho way,

Cnce touching a solid surface, thc spider doghed madly across the mg, It i ght
Lave becten lesger mortals, but to cne with my Cxrorience the movemant was glow
ol movard, With oy upper lip curling intoc a leerirns snoer, ny foot st forvary,
‘nd boforo the spider realised whet the majostic shadow shove moont, it wos impoie-
one. wider my shoe., I held it thore for & shori while, giving it just ancush timo
tc utter o finnl preyer to Roacoe, and then exortcd a crazhing prosswre - /xinding
the spidor into -blivion, Wiping swmy the multi-cois:: blouk vos the wrk of ¢
seconl, with a revorent attitule, I solemly recited “Now ho bulonsn to tho arve.

Satisfied, I retumed tn the pogt of oy evenings entorteimum*, Losas thm two
2imtec hal pagned from the dscovery to the kill, Dot bag,

Ly ebhorrence and subsequent mlice townris i-cects 1s = quids in oy paychology
thet I hove rotained since shortly after borth, 4* th-t tine, o wesp stung me,
nhmtine nv crowth for o €00C number of momtha, Y o'l think mother ever cig
~nl out Ty the mhilk bottle was shattered all ¢vos ‘ha arih,

Howerer, I um not totally ruthless. Onoc, whn I wog 1 Haiti, I :otumed to
Ay roam to find two cockroucheg chasing esch otrer aroan. sad frmound o bezyutiful
bouquet of flowers, I let thie @ on for fiftem »2utes ~- afcer 2ll, vho em I to
foil a cockmnch seduction - but when the particirss! rhoved 1o aign of letting
up, I called asomecone elso oecauge my golaen horrt coull not tass thy thot of break-
ing up the twoscme. He wis 3 good man - the swaren~og of onmr;‘ng%'?% T beeeme
Mlly cpparent to the £y creatureas,

I LAY THERE, sosking up the delightful raya of the ket prs, Ls tie goldmn
vamth eveloped me, I felt myself drowsily sinking off into a pctceful docze,
Little did I know what the stronge events of the naxt hour woudd hold for mo, I
musgt hove been snoring gently, becmuse the noise vis rot no‘deocble to mo 2t once,
vhen 1t oot louder, my instinet rng on alam bell, anc T amse from the depth of
“Iizber, @y person already undergoing the change that tume me into m iron-hand
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nehine, a killer, fram the lovable, fenanigh bedng that is my usucl cutvexd
2ppexrmmce, i . . e, LT T Py

I opaed my eyes to find the sun blotted out by 'm odd-shrped eclipse.  iChod |
/bnt hed hoppened ? Shoving my obvioualy mal fimetioning radnr set off ny cheat
( for the detection of UFI - Unidentified Flying Insects )» I lunged upright, at
this point in the coamic scheme of things, the oda-shaped eclipse, with & loud tuzz,
depcrted from the immediate aree of my nose. I mtteren an obscenity, cmd awesring
en oath to rid the ares of all insects when fully awake, settled dowm to retum to
aleap. The tuzzing noise returned grudually, and the yellowjocket ance mora sett—
led 1ightly on my nose. Before I could dn anything cbout it, it flew off ond
wlighted on 2 flower. Like a slithering

tentonle from an ivy creeper, an evil ’V/

ider wes conceived and formed in the 1)
decths of my fog-enshrouded brain, I /
lorped 1lightly into the bouse (& bore-

freed 1o if you've aver scen me leap) d
tnd emerpod with the most efficient can \
of ug-spray that we had. Once more, I , \ ;
settled beck an the outside couch. True /// \ N OO
to form, the yellowjacket returned, per- 4 i ('( X /\7
formed & one ond & helf full gniner dive, :
and glided in for a2 five ster landing on
my proboacia. I shooed it off - tut thi
time, followed it. I observed, petiently, ¢
wnile it swooped nonchrlantly from flower
to flower. Only the gueet thot of tctal N
revenge kept me from annihileting it with B
one mighty blow., Finally, it quit, and S
cped towrrds the house. with n shock, T
recliged thet it intended to go gver the
rof, This I bad not bargained ?or. It =S5 Ve )7
i/mored all my frantic ories and gestureca, AL
s0 reluctzntly I heaved the can up on the |
mof, gethered up my overlerge pmunch, ond executing & Tarzan-like lecp, fell flcot
on iy puas, Grogeily, I spotted a foothold and scrembled up the wall, Recching
the roof, I accidently stepped on the spray-can nozzle, and my rewerd wis 2 three—
secand blast of repellent full in the fnce.

I aonaped to atop the flow, end merrily yelled some choice adjectives that the
tsUs would fromn on. 4s soon 2a I hewrd sirens in the distence, I amt up, Moan-
wiile, the coward wasp was passing over the peek of the roof =nd desecending on the
other side, I lurched drunkenly up further, nnd as I reached the top ond murtled
rTar the wagp, I missed o shingle and awoopad out quite ungracefully inta spzce.

Chozinz a scream, I. landed in the front bushes — in a damed holly, yet - end
miesing barely a broken neck; my heel did not miss the picture vindow, vhich prom-
ptly shattered, Scresming incoherently, I whooped a Cammanchee var-cry and galumph-
2d arter the yellowjacket, vhich wan Juat barely viasible in the distance. As I
neared it, it dropped lorw te the ground,

In my concentration on it, I failed to notico tho giant osk vhich middenly
swerved directly into oy path and ecrashed into me heas-on, Accursed tree - tvhy
didn't it watch where it wag going 7 Pidcing myaelf up, I dropped a corment or
two twhich demonstrated my daisdain for the questionable ancestors of the tree., and
then clambered into the woods like one obscased. Ignoring the open vindows and
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vido-gyed faces, I tramped on. nhat was 90 urmsual about a tattered, blood-soaked
figure runming into the woods, shouting Commanchoo wor-cries, swoaring in Esparmmt.,
end spraying insect repellant all over exatence ? Ignorant, noay clods, [Finally.
the yellowjacket led me to the heart of the forest, and I saw my goal - the nest }
Yodelling in delight, I fell upon them, wreaking bavoc and destmction, I complet-
ely enptied the contents of the sprey-can on them, effectively slusughtering the nest
:nd every yellowjacket coming near it for tcn minutes. I tumed &rund, battered
head held upright. I murched right into a waiting squadron of waspse I hurled at
then, among other things, the empty can and a dozem scathing oaths, I tromped like
a drunken gazelle down to the house, and once inaide, groped under the kitchen aink
and produced a few more cana. Cavorting back into” the street, I covered it wth
reaeking mist until the bodiea of tbe dead and aying (not omly insecta) blocked all
exits. I noticed that the neighbours deemed to have lost interest. Oh -ell, I szt
down and counted my wounds, For the satiafaction of completely revaging and ruining
a nest and mindreds of waspa, I bad only suffered 37 stings, 8 sprained ankle, a
ghattered kneecap, two black eyea, quite probabtly Twonks' disease, and the cost of
a 120 dollar window hanging over my nead.

It vas a grand moment.

After ycara in a bleck hole, meditating upon  the eterral and everlaating signi:-
iconce of the bate of various other fem and I for ingecta, I belicve that at laost I
<+a preaent the real, true, and only reason. These past few years, have you ance
cuan 8 trufen raise his eyeballs to Beaven and soleamnly invoke the neme of Mishty
shu ? No, nmot one showa the proper revercnce any more. Have the insecta spread
2cross the cosmos ever once ackmowledged Ghu .as thair great leader 7 No, they do
0wt recomize him as.even. exiating. Therefora, seeing his gloricus empire in xuwi-

wi Mg fen in revolt against him, Glm hath implanted within certain of us a fana!-
Zral deaire to smubdb out bupg-kind, and within others thc dreaded gemm known as gRia,
I? you lock at it in thu reght vay, the kmowledge will flood into your covl that
this is so. Does anyone else have as reasonable a suggestion ? If so, let ma kwov.
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wHEN ALT wILLIS
aakced mo to writc thia
chaptaor, ho 1ittle expected
to sne me staggor up tho hallowed
stcps of 170 Upper Newtownards Road
with four inchas of closely typod man-
useript. You sce, I have sc far only
tyEcd 3 linos, tut I know my record -f Irish
Fandos sinos 1954 will just go cn and on. 1

mean, you have only to cast your minas back to r
tlio 1955/7 e to reeall that my Irish Fundom stcries 27 |’ /
gppecred in most of the fenzines going. and although

I frocly edmit there wag awealth of fable, tne facts wcre

only & fragment of the fascinating things which tock place,

The vagy vay for me to write of my experiences in Irish Fan-

dom would be to place all thoge stories in chremologicesl

order and reprint anippets of them, in tho form of an omibug

odition. But I jnow for a fact tiat, of nccessity, my storias -

arc read in much less ocnspicusus places than public transport,

8a that prcject fnlle Wy the woyside. But I kn-w exactly what

I am going tc do. I om going to allow my fingers to wader over thia typavritor as
thay vill. I am going to think beck to that frbulcus dogy when I first road the
name 'welt Y11lis'... I am going to forea myself intc an abstroct trence (thatt'll
baffle Ron Hubberd) end write oxactly vhat comes into my hoad. I have discovored
aftor writing some hundreds of thrusands cf words in fandem thnt the more gpontan-
ecus phragos are always the most offectivao and reslistic mnd truthful,

Toulld igaafhl s et s

For a gocdly mmber of years I ba: been an avid seianec fiction rocder, end in
those days fanzino review cclumns wera & feataw:w of nmost of the prozincs, Of eourse,
it soon camo to My motice that a person in Bolfast by the neme of walt Villis pub-
lighed 8 fenging which wes alweys getting -ave ncticec.....ond, whot'a poro, it
semecd thot he was a prolific writer of the higiest grade. I knew nothding of fan-
zines, scvo that they wore syn-nyrcus with science fidtion, 4nd aa this exltod
porsonzlity ectunlly lived only & ccuplc of nilea freo me I was premntod to engquire
further, W%illis, of ccurae, ves cangy. 1 sent him a postal order as a gub, to
HYPHEN, and it was three wedkts beforc ho repliod. On his invitation, I want up tc
Oblique Bouge, and it all started from trere.

_‘.i‘alt lent me a bateh of prezines And. fanzinen, ani I spent a fortnight reading
“Nam....8 fortnight in which I pondered deeply if this ~ay of lifc was for me.
11
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Onc Sunday in late isugust in 1954 I made the fateful dceisicn, I ;armed up toc
tyres of my pedal cycle and ymshed my vay over to Oblique Houge, and during the next
four hourg I saw exactly all that Irish Fandom gtocd for.

Lob Shaw, a young man with a whimaical expresaion pemanently transfixing his
Grecian features, hud a fantagtic appetite., James dhite, of the studious ex;ressicn
and sartorial elegance, on the other hand, cnly nibbled thin plain biscuita.
tindeleino willis seaned to spend most of her time staggering up and down throe fli-
chts of gtairs with a fifteen gallon teapot. Wwalt villis seamed, by cornon oonsent,
to be the mcleus rcund which they all ciroled, and he had a crafty arin on his
feco, and seemed to keep his mind at o pemanent razor's edge in order to be able
to tvist & perfactly innccant vorbal expressicn into & potunt pun. George Cherters,
a nico 01d man, s2t in u chair and purveyed bags of sweots, scaming to ncke a ritunl
of kocping 'the purple ono' fer Sadic. Sadio, in thcsc days, was Bob's sirl-friend,
end cndsarod harsclf tc ne by spertingly rleying gbocdninton and being quite bro-
rored tc divest hersolf of superficial attire should the taopo of tho groo roquirc
it ¢

4h, ghoodminteN,eeccees i i

This was the ocutlot for cur sporting inastinctas, and I bccamo an aclict., I foar
I was 80 keun to play that it may bave aprearcd that I pushed myself forward out of
turn, I could not rosist somo aormant primitive urge to batter the smttlocock.
For thig gamc brought out the best and thc worat in us all. The mlos Toro non-
txigtent:s as long as tho smttlceock could be meie to hit tha floor an the oppan-
ent's aide, it didn't matter at all ' it got there ! This was & perfcct act-up
fcr eggrosgion and btute forec, tut the way we played it said a gront doal for the
icdicacy cf cur upbringing and appreciaticn of the rules of sportsmansmip, Admiti-
odly, the game was the direct cmuse -f ccnsiloreble dsmage to tho housa and its
furmishings, but breken windews and powdered plaster and matchw-od chairs werc procd
;ogitive that we played the game for all it was worth, No porsonal animosity ass-
artod itself, strange as it may gcam, bocause we wero such 8 conviviel group tha*
nonc exdstod, The fact that gy blecd waa strown all ovaer tho fan attic aftor avex
gamo wamn't bocmuse I had wrenged any of tham, just farmish ambarence, Ycu sac,
I vant cut of my vay to win, I brcught all tha subtlcty of my mental and physieal
noko-up into & vici-us vendetta againast the smttlec:ck anu whoaver was procinit-
ating it., Wo all had cur pleys. Bob Shaw, whe I've agacrted befora should hovo
bean a ballet dmncor, preferred tc prance arcund like a sylph, so that for a soecnd
wo wuld take cur cyes cff the miasile, while he battercu it at hyparsonic speed
rast -ur cars and intc the flcorboards. Jemes white, ncmally rlacid, hocked and
fought with gritted tecth, Madoloinc willis, cn amnzingly athlotie gpcciman of
vondorful vemanhn~d, let it be kncwn imnediately that just becausc sho wac a8 famalc
ahc didn't oxpect prefcrential treatmemt. Even when her wrist was sprainod and her
loft thumb knocked cut of orbit, she diin't complain, Geergo Chartors, cldor by
far ths* the roat of us, insisted upcn rlaying too, and denied cur pemission that
bho could remain scated 2uring the tcumay. Hia nidmerme (dubbed by Jenos Whitc) of
'Tho Dribbling Terror' ccmveys botter than any words of mine vhat a potant forco
he vas. He had the appointment tc supply the bata, and vhilst othcr woniers at his
factory were hani at work, George wns surrcptiticusly shaping squarcs of ecnibonrd,
vibich he smggled out of the factery inside his flat eap. The Meneging Dircetor
cf the factory, onking his wmusl speech to the shareholders in 1955, s quotcd es
saying, "...ond, gentlenen, bexide manufacturing 87 Cunberra twin-jot atted: boob-
ora cnd building the prrtotype of the Short Scanew, on full Goverment subally, I
L. sorTY to annocunce 8 ncat discouraging drop in the gharcs. If only wo coull cut
Zown on our usc of candboanl podkdng bOXCH. seees.”



after goodninien, Madcleing always cone up to the fon astie with ihc lmp tae-
<ty cs I'v0 elxendy nenddcacd. Lo alse supplied hemo-paue 26licttica, foremors
nongst then tha eclebraved 'Coffes.Rigscs’. Diring and after wds ropest tho
suvorsrtizn beeanc pagnificontly frogh ond univhititcd. Mo partienlar subject
g chosen; wo just followed cur f2ighta of fimzice wmd ercatod Allusien upgn ell-
ucion, to tho murricant of all, In ry oirly deys, I dida'% partake in the convenr-
sttion too rmeh, beciase m7 mind widn't teen peare fo the ultimatc rovs por ning
it & reritable bettle of wity ucun’ly ansusd betweia Bob, Janes, Kedelceine mnd
©lts.....convoreation diipping vdik poos and ond-play. I.noticed one dry, after
I had Leounu samewhut atfamed, thzt when onc of tawcm mide 3 particular roonxk, proh-
Cbly soncuhing quite irsvoecnt, tigy a1l lmuzhed....and it pradnnlly domed on no
thot their ninds wure =0 pliablo, so uacd to each othor, s7 brillitat, thet thgy
cll, without & wori'belng spokem, peonmizcl *ho utmu unarohen pliv on soxds |
If you like, I'11 go 30 far ag ty e ‘n2i - '
thair reacticns displayed scce lojrw of
perecption which cermmt bo vt dcwn to
merc intclloctuel eolicudi-=tici. Thare w2a
saccthing alas, an underst:mnding I've ncv-
GTr como acrogge boferwo cr sineo. I lowow
wacrcol I spotk, tecause within a year or
“v, I va3 frnly catnnehed in this phon-
~nr. then e vigitor eemc, and s2id
comothdng quite natural, tut whieh, to our
ver-miying nindo, indicatod word-play, wu
lod-cd-at each other for a scconi, or in
sc=. caacs without evam a lock or glance,
we warhoww tan otliora hrl roted vhat wy
};'d Doty .

2c¥amrg 8 vipi‘or woull 27':2 A pun: s
roasibly, on rarc ocergdane, & goad pun - =
good, that we:s, o ovr stiméarl e all =
taly lagghad, and fa0 vicd tor asarzgl *:-at S5
ar Milamty had beor directed ot the o D
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1A mn.  This vas tntouc ! CGar rénds,
ia unisor, h=d acceptid tac pun in a egplit N
s:oond, had tom it tc pilaces, and ta
worzed oat mavy otier expliccted Luss. /
a3k cno a play on the provicvz . e

cecagions, if-onaoffus thowghs we 7 Mt u paThioes) orizizal plar on vords
reerrding a raran:, we sewld niter 4 wend cmreetsl wilh our disecvery, ard T
“he noda and la:ghe it wos cbrious that tne ror: tod ttov okt ef 4t ciso, saopled it
and coproved it, ~

S

Zh: enrzing thing, %o nc, wcs taat thon: tovghis ru-a) taraed: ens pinds in

split scoonds. It wes lixe sumuc-e loaking cas 17 Shu ai=do7 of en acroplaio and
sodngz croryvhere mnd ererythiag, roun boricon by Rumieon, 44 4hs sone thyo. T

\dsh it wore possible to givo . exxple, Inah one.. Unforaroilly,. niYiuph pury
thousands of brillimnt pma3, quina and memy jovtz parecd blowoms va cawicy: tho
lest five yoars, lcuriot 1ccall cny clasgie cxacplea, .

it wag wenderful the wiy we uscd tc dissect idoga. (nc of us ‘Tl eoiu un WY
ranethine unconventionnl, ard , ‘affer tea, wo would all 81 =ound oxd FEagcac DN
carig of fardally vonderi:i plcya’an tao orirs'ral chamo.



For instance, there was gy wardrobe affair |

The vardrobe biz vas fully detailed in BLISSKRISG (title by Walt $411is) in
Ayphen. It conccmed nmy thosries that the prelude to marital blias in the privacy
of the boudoir shculd be a deatl-defying leap by the male from tho top of the wan-
droba cn to the bed.

I took the article up for the rest of Irish fandcm to rcad, and thay all thor-
~ughly enjcyed tho idea; it was, to use 2 ccmmon mundane expreasgion, right up their
street. And we started to embroider the basie theme,

I think it was Eob Shaw who suggested that if my idea really ceught on, wo should
fom a limited ecopany and eomor the wardrobe moncpoly.

Suggeations flew thick and fust...smme rejected...scoe animatedly doveloped.
Sonoone said that in years t- ccme they cculd unvisuago ycung ccuples hoading towards
a secluded part of a park, towing a8 wardicbe behind then.

walt ocined the classic phrese conceming the cclebrated sex-fiend Chuck Harris..
ees 'Have wardrobo - will traval,!

Jamcs #hite thrught thet the wardrobe idea w-uld be a big hit in the Middle
Engt, Ho reasonod that a pctentate would nct gnin preatige from the mmber of his
c ncaubines, ng of ycre, but fron the murbar, design mmd strongth of his wexdrcbes,
< geries of tall wardrcbes, shewing that o terrific leop was necesstry, would prove
to his rminions that the potentate wus gifted with fantastic viridity, "Of courso,"
I remecber Jaces saying, "cra cculdn't expect a potentate to acturlly crse nossible
injury tc himself by perscnally participeting in the prelininary jump. 4 new cet-
agory cf pale would bo recruited into the haran, tc join the eurmichs, These would
bo superb physical specinina, whosec sole activity was to ececopany the potemtcote
md hia cirrent chcice o the bedeh-cber. The individurl would ait on top of the
werdrobe, and at o signal fron the pctentate that all was ready, would lecp on to
tho bed; rperchance, if the cecasion danandod it, tuming & ccuple of sanmerscults.
He wruld then smesk furtively awy, leaving the scene, but keeping within shouting
distanee should his servicas bo requirad again "

Ftr clder married cruples we invented the jet—nsminted toke—off equiymant for
installation on the tep of the vardmbe. We thought of having the wvardrobe on
railwey lines, with 2 1ittle ngin: on i1, s> that the pale oculd shmt arsund the
bed, keeping the female in suspenscfu) eocny. we hed a ainiature plider so that
the mi.le cculd actually fly over tho 9c”. amd thus bl cut at tho paychologiend

cnent.

4nd s0 on...ycu lmow, I've snly jas® cretoiwd some of cur allusions, ILuddly,
this wna one of the rase cesasicas dusivz vhich 1 lzapt notes |

4 word or tw about “he lady nambers o: Irish Fadon,

Licdeleine is the eckmewledged Mrst Lad: of Irich Frndon, end has ployod a big
port in the fimecticna of the group, ot fron a fcwish pcint of view, anéd fro a
s>cial agpact. The ancumt of eakes twnd bir-mi%e ond rllona cf too she ana supplicd
tust be astroncoieal =i, joa'll jurl a - cxpreasion. ..geetronapicr) !

_ I've nentisned before hor prowcss ~t @ sdmint:n, tut she shines in a1l Jdirect-
lcns, nantally and physically, and I've nover oct a sarewder Conesta DL CY.CT T
only hopo she never suggests nlayirg for rone¢y !

Poggy “hite wag 1 very frequent vigi‘cr tc Irish Fandom meetings for smo tine,
bcfore she barried Japes =nd afterw»nis, tut mince the ndvent of a ccuplo of \Whita



uiInorz, she obvicualy bus leas time for ghoodminton &na suehlikc,

Sriie ShoryI've teld you before, ia a sportsvoman...well, she vas, anynvay.
Ly gwrly 5o in Irish banden gho was post entmipingtic @bcut ghoodminton, and
cueg ghu «vcn wrote a brilliant artiale. We werc withcut the shaws for over two
y-aTs... Ligyweit to Canada,..althcugh it is gratifying to be able to rolate that
thqy ikapt in tcuch with us, so ruech so that when thay retumed, vo spcedily forgot
thot thay'd ever been away, e

I've tricd t; aho;, as‘brie*ﬂy ag poa;iblei: a11” the 3axy'i'ng 4“aspec‘%a of foen act-
ivity that Irigh Fondon has participatod inm dquring oy sojoumn. The oonibdned list
of {anzines, arazines, stories, articles, letters of caxent, pro. stadies, colurms,
onc shots, ete, vhich £l of ua of Irish Fandon have produced in the laat five
»a3trg gt be stngrering. Lenbers of Irigh Fandon have apr.eared at or necr the top
of cost of the polls conaucted during the period, and I recall thet in 195G,in cne
rell, ombera of IF (including 410, an Honorary Menber) topped ddght cut of twelve
cctconries, Dmow T ahouldn't beast about our triunphs like this, et ycu: a1l
xow thet I o faned for giving fretual data, and it is up to mo to earry on this
fine and notle tradition in thig chapter of our history.

It ie irterosting to conjecturc what will hapren to Irish Fandon in tho next
de2ad2. T havo brought the history up to datc... up to the end of 19%9..., and I
«oTder wat feto holds for us... and who will be writing the history of Irish
arao po fs %o bring the record up to dato in 19697

e

“.% wad Co. rrre bloseming forth in 1949, and in the past ten yoars Irish
Mot hng gmowa into a group of devoted fans, with tho furtherance of fendan as
~1¢ p Zmaple objective. \Vhere will it g froo hore?

(v Exia; rou mey all ba agsured of, Even thnough walt and ¥adelaino By e
L709 ULrn Fowtoenands Boad, a Oblique House will carry on the fine tmeiiis:
reefinl 4ot coafident you all fecl thet fondem will contimuc to be the beotier Tav
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""| SHOULD SAY THAT THEY'RE THE )
I BUNCH THAT €AME UP TO THC CONVENTION
\ ﬁ?BM IN THE FAN CAR CARAVAN' )




SOMs TIME 4GO, when the Gibaona were

still living in Bexkeley and I was still
e &) bhome to deliver the lateat issue (they
A:". - havy boagted for months of hame-delivery
o F sarvice, and don't know what to do now
L ﬁf they live out in the country). ‘ihile I wes
.. there, Roger Grehmm dropped in, and wo sat
talking about fans and acienceo-fiction £g
W we sametimes do on hot spring aftcmoons.
Gibscn name oftem enough in FulliC, ospac-
ially since wo had ammouncod in the 35th
issuc that our policy \wa to mention Rots-
e e ler every issuec.
I countor:d by asking that tho Gibsona
had done rucently to varront publicity,
and she told me she was takding judo less-
7NNy ) one.
"all I could write about thet vould ba
’ bewere," I seid, visualising tho headlinc
RO n (SI | before my oyes.
\ This didn't seam to be satiafcetory, mso
. she thought about it while wu listened to
E'ncnlxl' ncw radio. at a commercial, she come back with,”"I was a hero the other day,
too.
“Leroing," Roger eorrected her.
ing that throe dyrs=ite bemba had becen planted in it., Thoe campus polico dopartment
2gkcd samc of us who work in thavad Building to help lock for the bombs, "nd I vol-
untcorcd to ascarch the ladias' rcat-room ginglo-handed. I loocked cvoryvdiaro but in
thc mter-tomks and the tissuc-dispensers.”
Joo locked up, "You didn't tcll me you did a shoddy, half-woy job of it," ho
frevned,
lossly, cnd beaides, they're too high up to search. and it cculdn't bo in the
tissuo-dispanscra beotuse they're loeckcd. wnd I didn't have a kay." Joo wont beck
to his rcading, pecified.
"But the bonmb didn't go off?" I asked, hositantly, reaching for my racil,
~ "Of ccurase not," s=id Rog. "That's why thgy didn't print your nenc, Robby,
-low, if tho bomb had grne off, therc would be a full-page headlinc nrticle cbout
shot shreugh it, with vital statisticg like your age at timo of derth, ~nd a0 onj
and ot the top ef the page would be a Bjo eartcan of you, with wings tnd ¢ erocked
ater snying Hero."
"Haroinc," I ecrrected hin.
dhan Robby quieted down and stcppad threatening to threw both of ua out of the
bouse, Joo promiscd to start doing writable things once in a while, ~nd Robby

co—editor of FallaC, I went over to their .
Roberta camplainad about not scaing the
Roberta Gibson taking judo lessons— fana
"Jull, cnywny, there wea 8 letter delivercd to tho sdministration Building, soy-
"iell," sha roasoned, "if the bomb was in the wonter-tanks it would coplodo herm-
yuu, bocrusc they don't have mich hocdline news for FaNuC; your ncme viould be
rromised to koap me posted,
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Wl WERE PLaYIhG SCrabrle 1'hs (THes N1utd
- we play Scrabhle practically eveiy night
at Oblique Bouse - whan the first signs of
the impending disaster eppeared. ilot that I AN
%0 recognised then as simma of irpending
disagter, one nover does at tae tipae; Wt (@
looking back now it's caay to say had N A
that's when thay first bessmo hig encugh
to notice.

¥ndelaine hng been playing very woll latuly and walt and I wore oxpceting her
to at least cqual our scorez, tu® 33 the gmme wet on she &ppeared more and more
Hatrait, &t his o hthtum, vald nonshalaatly slepped down o seven lctter word
and said modestly, "I belicve tha® makcs 349 for nd'., Madeleine said nothing and
wo thought ghe wag about to seore at )caat twmce that, tut twenty nimites went by
and sho didn't mnke o nova, anlt lcokod at me mnd I locked at walt, Fivo mimtes
later ha shifted restivaly and sudd - Meizleire, "Your tum, isn't it,Docr?",
Thore 'ma mo reply. Tnen ve no*i->d +3+: Mndeleana's ayea woro ;Jleasy and that
ghe was obvioualy so umwell thc’, cho iyt cucry on with the geme,

Well, naturally we were verr upies £t “hig sad warcn't quite sure what was the
best thing to do. rentunlly we decidel thus ths cily ceurso open to us wag to
count it pg a nissed tara for Kadslei s tal ~arry on with the ctmes Threequnrters
of an hour later 4alt juat rmenged to 0:8% ne by “wn p<ints ~ I'd been left vith
the Q in my hand end no U - mid Mrinledne a4i1) hodri+ reccvered, \Velt carried
her upstairs and gut her t» bed =:1 41m wa ged up tane ward again. ‘ihen we de-
cided to go to bed Wel% wx, lookis- a it wor—ied and razar<ed tact he hoped Med-
eleine would be better the ncut duy 28 +t weea't mich fim pizxy*ng tto-hrnded
Scraoble. I suggested he should try Frocn salts, btut he only loaoked moro pensive,

4g umal the next noming I ewoe bright eand enrly at the erack of helf past
eight, shaved rapidly, and gprang out of bed with =y customary elacrity, V%hen I
tried to leave my roon I diacovered that the doar wag atill locked ond than I re-
tlisod that the house vns wmaturally still. Smmething had prevented ¥lt froo
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getting up il unlceming = docr 28 ho usually did. I know it soaa ¢ Wt atrongo
that Ualt shouid lock ne in iy rwon every night and 1 thought so too vhen I first
went to live at Obl-que Housa. s a crtter of fact, I asked hin ebout it then but
he only mttered senething chout hrring a marwirz dmghter to think about and know-
ing vnat the Southerm Itish were 1dke. I dicu't see vinat he was getting at and
finnlly put this nznia for lozkzel Coors dow. %o orme strange Belfast foible,(the
inhrti tants of Belfagt axe wall kre'n ag 2 fzible-ninded lot).

vell, rattling; tra door didn't malte eny d€ference 30 I tried to pid:c the lock
with a plagtic shirt stiffcner. Juoed cey be absolutely in'igpansahle for stiff-
ening plastic shirts tut *hoy weren't ay gouod for picking the lock on oy door,
Next I tried tc ease bicz tha tonae of 4he lc~¢ ua'nz a knife blade, The kmife
blade snnpped. Then I tadad hurl-ng mypelf st the door shomlder first, the way
they do in the telericien serials. &4fter ten pinutea 1 had developed & very sore
shoulder and a deep ascapticisr as to the acti) d:2or kmocking down experiance of
telcvision seria) anint writers. Finally I maliged *here wae nothing for it but
to force tho locz, mo I picod vp the eciwrdax I kecp lying on my bedside table and
opproached the jol in o s.leniific wiy., 222 man Lol risen highor emd the shedow
of the stcel window gxille (vwhen Willis loc:s yor up there are no half neasurcs)
rade 2 chequertcard pa‘ter on tho splinterad w-od nnd tristed steal vhen I atepped
out into the hall abteut tzemty ixtcs laker,

Taero kad bem a ze:zein nocunt of unavoizable noise wbout all this but in spite
of 1t nocdy hai appeared to sec ¥iat was going on, so I concluded thet 7alt had
1cedded o talzu n A1 off rnd hovre 2 W4 e 2 lic-in. I pado nysolf sonc breakfeat
tnd s<t off for work a little lete, but otiervise witlout a eare in the world,

- » . * +* 3 * u 2 » » » » » * * *

“hin 1 drave bac to (Xlique iie:go that creling, I amsed that .mnnthing s
vareng a8 stur 88 I slezpel out of vy car, There wea em eerie, macabro atnosphers
thet scochew covvercd ‘Ge inpoescica that a)1 was ot well. e sciemtists got uced
o subecrnsciounly couwmg up all t&: smotlo, intanzible, little feciors thrt neke
up the biz pichue, and citen noneg: oo ressh a2 monzlusion beforu the pan in the
ctreot bry oven mnlised that a probles cxista. Periapa the vultuires circling
ovo> the hnuae &and uttering malevoi=it cties -ade a differanco, too.

Cauitiously I vont into +he sombre glean ¢” the J=t-han and reclised fron the
coengealed W3 of cpp; pad bac:n rind ¢:i11 con oy plate that mobody had bean in
thexo since I 1eft in the momuinm  &4.%¢T Zcesing out the screps to koep the vult-
ures buey for a whilo, I t~ed t. span tho “i%chm door end ep into tho hall.
Thoidger opened slowly acmiast a heovy rosizisnisc. My suspicions wore oconfimsed
@ I saw halt sprawled in tho asll bholingd tha ceer, hic hands extended towarda
the mcall pile of leltezs ond feiz.nc: that ntd arzfvad in *ae aftemoon nail,

I priscd opem lds gyclida ond dirssve-ed that Ya wns breathing stertorously. (The
“211ig farily alwgys bruatle e¢:~tores:ly *arvuch thedir eyelids).

aftor I had restored oga2lf «i4h a o o mffee, I felt that parheps I should
d> sometning tc hely] 1in. I went un to tha ned’sire ealinst in the bathroon and
tcox & random selectica of battles dom 5 whex: lieli wasg still lying in the hnll,
Levering apar% his jaws, 1 pcurec & scupspocnitl of the sirs:i Lottle inta his
mouth, It was Glactes's palta and ther “mie no anparemt reaction. Proceoding in
the approved scientiric zmmer, I tried hin with amall doces of Milk of i'2gnesia,
Pond's face-cream, Dettol, Bonamint end Vascaline hair tonie, in that order, Tho
_adraental correciness of the sciontific method waa onca again triwmphntly vin-
wrcatod vhen ke cougned wewly after the dose of Vaseline hair tonie, Lifter an-


axsr.ee
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other dose he sat up and began to rctum to norzal, though I thought ne didn't apnp-
ear very grateful when I told hin of tha varicus treatmentsa I-had triod before I
ocould arouge him. He even went so far as tc sgy that he thought six sticka of
Bonsmint was more than emough for a trial dose. I pointed cut that he should alvays
try to preserve an objective spirit of scientific detatclment on pattera like this.
It pains me to record that he appeared unconvinced by my logical approach, aven
though Kadeleine needed nearly typ full cupa of hot, sweet tea before ghe recovered.

It didn't take too long to forrulate an hypcthesis which accounted for my imm-
unity and explained the symptcos of the otkers. 4£s socon aa we began tc liat the
differences in cur diets, it irmediately became obvious that they were suffering
from that dreaded disease, lettuce deficiency. wtlt is now lcoking fcrward to
eating three or four big saleds every week,

Later that evening they appeared none the worse for their experience, 8a wa sat
around the fire pleying Scrabble, though walt seened curicusly reatless cnd kept
dashing out of the room wdth every appearence of urgency., I think the vy ho glar
ed at ne on his wey out ecch time wns probably due to his envy at my contimed
immmity froo the odd malady that had been rompant at Oblique Hcuse, /

[]

Nal sshworth, 14 Vestgmte,
Zocloshill, Brodford 2 =+=
I darc say you lmowv thet Cld
Saying (I balicwe it vos Itish
in origin enywy) vhich aoce
"alwaya put off till yestordx.
what you con nover lecvo until
tomorro??' ana I veat te ooy
right herc and novw thot ia vhet C
h«ve been doing with Rypncon, ind
I should probubly hzva gone right on
doing it if todsy hadn't got in the \my. Smcks.
Seriously though...(I just lgve that parngraph opening; 'Sericusly though...' I
‘Aveye feel like taldny my bhena off ond polishing it lightly es I wxrite it, It
Doans, os far ag I can understand it, "Ne quit larkin' sbaht cos I'n gumrt oko o
pronounccunt which I fink is ic-port-ent!") By now, of caursg, I don't fud ot all
liko nekdng en icportent pronouncenmt. what I vas wing to say »ea that B scams to
hrcregeingd most of ita 0ld flavour this iasuc....
i vhile I renamber, I am having a8 rather bad tinme with Shcila gvor ainec Ica ts
aarc. kwvery tine tho firc looks ruther dull, she sgys "It's the sun in tlx viadow
thet's putting the fire out" and wnen I sniggur my '01d inddish Superstitian' snig-
ger she bridles rnd ingiats it is too the sun caning in the window thot ia putting
tho fire out becmsc Ian iiclulay s:dd so mnd he's a SCIENTIST. Howover I h'wo pon-
ngod to gt oy own oack in vaat I consider a rather subtle way. I told har o~bout
~lexender Cross, the fellow who wes playing about vwith clectrieity cbout the s2nc
tinc cg Foreday :nd camc up with thoso little living inseccts which he ollldd 'acerd!
cprarontly out of nothing, Nov——scid he glyly rubbing his hands—sinec I ia o
SCIENTIST, Sheila thinks 4t would be nice if he duplientod Cross's cxpcrinent, mnd
mdo sao 1ittlo inaccta. Go to it, Irm. But mo spiders. She doosn't likc apddcra.
tten four. It lookas as if I moy huve made cne insect alrendy, coa Lodelano found }/
e tutterfly in his bed the other day.) >
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Ly Inffoit, 10202 Bsleher, Iowncy, Celifornin
14%o dcinerney, 81 Ivy urive, Loriden, Conr.
Sthol_Lindagy, Courrge House, 6 Lengluy ave., Surbiton,
rrgy e+e both Isn's & Jmea's talca wers enjoyable, tut
oy crngod days ian't 1t? Thoru is Jmes with wife and
dde, snd ronc of this tuainess of ¢cttding his glasses
11 stemnad up. £h well, tacus fungl. -

archie kercer, 434/4 Newnr: Rd., %.Hyxchan, Lincoln
Ken Cheslin, 18 Hew Furm Reed, Sourtridgc, tores.
Loa Gerber, Box 223, Framklin & kasshnll College,
Irmcaster, Pa. .

fog Ebort, 410 =,Vieshington, Urbana, 1llincia

.dko Dcddnger, 85 locust ive., 231iburm, NJ

Pnt Brcreast, Bishop Beveridge Be., Barrow on Soar, Leies.
valter Breen, 1205 Pernlta ave,, Borkcley G, Cdifomia

Sid Ccluanon, Normsn Bridgo Lab, of Phyaics, Coltech., Pasedenn, Col.s+= The thought
of you stmding gy your wind-w, ting brvely for meterial, grodually coringe to
the reoligation that all frouon hog cstrociscd ymu for ycur feolhordy duficnco of
John Cempbell, Robert Hedmlein ond Bucke Coulson, while Isn, Fmchod over his rdcro-
scope, methodienlly contimues his dust count (he ruat be vell into his scecond mill-
ion now) hes ben toe much for ay sansative anotiona, over vhich I hovg rlaost es
'ittla contrel se I dgiover this gantence. Thercfore I aend you “he fallowdng:

- WHEN Youlve
FourlD THE ONE
" WHY Clown ARcunD
LookiInGg FoR
Arey OTHERS?

DoNT AU

Ao ANV

OFHER PoSiPen's,
RETE? " ¢

&V\,

Inzights Into The Folk urt Of Tho North
Aneriecan Centirant (One of a Saries)

Iho ~beve sequenco of belluensg cpperx > in the nationnlly gyndiented coxtoon
atrip "On Stegc", Lie.17, 1960, enostantially c£a it uppears here, axecpt for =
glicht wairinias of the leticring in-
cucid ty o trenbling thot afiflicts oy
wecing fingerg whenever I oo in the
grip of a powcrful cretion,

a8 rn :pall contost to tuild rencar
interust in Ui mognoine, I sugcost
that rceraers of H attapt to -acss in
Aot eormon W exydsy activily the
~narncters cre aigeged. Ls 2 clug,
thddr gumier, froo left to riznt. ia
famala, ntle, nrlo, faorla,

I v111 oo hopiy to sun:ly the oorr-
cet answer tc oy chquirer upen roceipt
of a stacped sclf->ddrossed anvaloge.




-on wlicn, 12 Brisr Edge, Forest Hall, Neweestlo-on-Tyne 1%=4=
On the same doy I was wxiting a letter of comment on H25, H26
-orrived in the last poet, I knew it was the last post becmse
the postnan had a bugle vith him, -
]\ - Alr yes, *hat notor-
- icag boccver qu-n,
after reading: atout
it in H25°1 slvost
¢id my mit trping ™
%0 loex%e 3. There ig nothing more in-
- Turiating tam trying to romamber some-
thing you cWwicicly Imow at it gbubhorm-
ly =efusea to came oot I con just imeg-
ine the tumroil in the Maoxy Dept. of
the brain when this happens. Bmdreds of
little braiv-rmen mamaing slong daxde corr-
idors, Somc even ido bicycles along
v \ speeial lanea cuied paycho-patns, Panic

Lle_») Hue Wou qot-a S0~ i pmienivs as By fomtielly

Liei . search dugly alowvsg for the missing
b‘vo\\\% C’M . WMoY eadd,

Eob's right in what he zays sbout tie old-tyme fiiaig, I g gite & 1of, at

they're not the swe a8 the old ones. Perhacs it's all cuc to tac vooh im-ovenents

like sound and colour. Very shortly our local Neoipit 2 o ho Instolled with cine-

ascope, They say it will be from wall $o woll and foom Sleor 45 ceiling, I can'+

sec that It vill make a great deal of diffe:-wice as onr loenl cinmin is o caruven,

I wvos gresetly surprised o see that re- © : i
mexzeble letter from Seamus O'Bosh of the
Iit., I thought he was desd! imat've been -+
Just 2 flesh wound them, Resding sbout the
1R. brings tads maories of the tine I wes
fighting against them, Oue in pariicular
weg one night T was doing a Porder Petmol °
(» sort of Irish Jig). On 4his octmion we
Wore expecting to be imvaded avy -icate by
o horde of screaming IPA troops. Quite an-
expectedly, like, I roticed o Mpire -arr—
ing something through the zloom. Withon®
hegi tation, having the whole of tac B.F
E-Gsi_limt to back me up, I called out,

EB%.'." md shat have you gt vmder yous
i The figure stopred sné shousal back.
Hairs! What you got, featherg?" :
Needless to sgy he gt avay.
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Jratcx dzaorda, "Carolin', Larc sve,, Frinhen, Zg:eX mia
I rocd Chmpion'a lctter vith much interest and, rl-
though 1 feel thet sarmebody should investignte tne
rcrita of the ancriemn utomobile rear seat as opjosed
to that of the BEritish models, I on afridd I ean no
longer dorl with such fascinating subjects porsonally.
I a Spokan For. Ky firncee, Miss Sus®n Boume, (tae
boume frc which mo f@n retums) prefers me to ipnore e
mch sercon projects. She snys she will brenk our cngeac—
ot md oy neck if I even think of such things. She does not c:x¢ for brother
Chnmpion's sugzestion. She is coat indignent. She tcma hir "bloody Yonkoo hooe-
wrccker' md cluasses hin with that "nasty Berry person vho junps off wnrdrcbes’.
(ve =re not eping to have a wurdrobe when we atert off on this Holy Metrinony laxc
—tt I con try jusping off a suitense if I like,

Bovever I would likc to point
out that Cha=hian doos scan to
hov eni sundcerstood oc. iy domm
focl can perfor: in o Chrysler or
e Plynoutk. ‘hen I wrsa o ounding
the morita of tho Ford inglia I
wog talking to thc comoisseurs
mmong rear goet letherisg, It is
the cramped confinanant itaclf
vhich ddves the nlce nmso of
achi want, inyonc umm cmnot
nt leaat prmjact their lort tibic
intc hypersgeco gt 1dll hos no
right to taze p:'}E' in such an
crament, lct clonc sugmest the
suurisrity of the —nrdiern pons-
ion wngon. s Barteliffo hinsdlf
once snid tc no ko casting arv-
cetcus eyes on & Velkorngon, “anyc
~ne can copo in = pyontccmicon.

- 3ut whe'd wont w?" Se thero.

That's nieo ground bait in the editorial md I do bopc taet overycno folls vith
cxultmnt glce upcn haplcsa Cempbell ond hopeless Camell. I an elncat tapted te
k¢ a 70 myself, mit I've been out of touch for o long it wouldn't bo fair. It
docs scem though that af has been handieapped by thr vweird pmple in tho (diterial
chairs of the prozines. Carell, for instancc, nmy st the board of Novepubs, tut
ho certainly doesn't suit me. Ghen I ao elcctec Cormigsar for SF amd Pormoxuphy he
rill promptly be given the old heive ho. Ted 18 2 nice guy tut ho is o benkelerk
2mque and has no morc plece cn m sf ongezing ‘ant Ken Slater. Ving Cloxko could
do on infinitcly better job: he hrg the orly fini:mental talent on sf cditor necds
—fundmental grod tosto end an inatiretive liking for gond sdwico fiction,

and Stateside af! lord, just look et wh2t we've hed o pat up with. Cermpbell vith
dimetice and Palmer with derves: Cold 2 th hig yeaming for the wonb...hecll, the
whole biling lot could be clogsified betvean 'd ightly goga' mad 'oxpletely
atarkars’'.

Wa do of coursc have only one ninor problec left before drcgping thor off to the
im1lows. Just who tho hell will wc choose to replace them. 6 hrvae 211 thesc scrr-
iod renks of truc amd dedieatee acicnee fiction lovers, coch 'd tk ~ Punc i43nd nost-
..ng mugly bancath hias bearde, are these tho ryplacaacnts?: the hell thg ore. Lock
.t than. Evcery single onc of thes mutty es a fruitccke in hia own inimitoblo way.
Jdnoot 21l of than have alrendy found cut that thegy em't write or plot smll unough

¢Cii. ot foot of ncxt pege.)




cLone Spaicer, 8302 wormybrocok Lene, Chevy Chase 15, Md.,
USa. a+= Jug in case this letter is full of miasyellings
i tyros anmd generally incoherent, it's becsuge 1 was

at 2 iarty legt night. Lest you jump to cancluaions, let
De dssure you it's not what you're thinking. You sce, I
met & fellow there who professes tc be & witch doctor and
wvaen I scoffed he tried to put o spell on me. 48 & result
I hove t© type this lettor by leaping from key to kay.
I'm #£3ill wondering how to stidk the emvelape.

Seriously though, I've been inactive for so long I de-
cided to rouse nysealf a bit and rencew the contactg I've let dangle. How °xo jou go-
ing to crry on Hyphen vathout Barris, anyhoo? “hat's happening, another Ice ige
coming thot I don't know about? If this goes on I'moy not even send you a ooy of
FREZHLE, Come to thirk of it, I couldn't send you & copy anyhow, since I don't mub~
ligh that fanzine. Nobody docs. Things aro gotting worse, aren't thay?

I'n gotting set to visit with my purenta to New England, end w1l be paesing
thmugh New York juat cbout the time of thc Dotemtion. That's the way I do tninga,

I blanch at the thought of following road maps again, though. Those trings pcke no
bust a sploen. (I have a handy splcen-patch kdt.) You ever motice how they convami- .
ently chonge roeds a wee bit ac they can fit in tho namas of towna, ond put little
side roads in docoptive bold rolief so you think they're ton-lane super-higneys?
ToxAco howe been kind encugh to print their meps an no-glare peper. You cen't tell
v..-t Stato you're in, ut you don't get cycstrain. 1 was reading an articlo the
o-acr d8y that said thut mep-maicers used to hove a trick to fool rivel A=K eT'S
vho copied their maps. They'd atick in a couple of towns that didn't exigt, °nd if
they showod up on a rival's map, they sucd. Onc of these f:kn towns \-.us_.-é b%ll_.}” Chy
Weyauwege, Wisconsin. lon't tell Hloch that, or he'll feel bad. €I'd hesstiof Hin-
ectory compilers, and if they've put in ipagimary astreets and houses in "ayruwcge"
* supposc that wuld explain how Blach cme into "existence’. But how to cccowrt io:
ell tivso articlos amd stories by him? It seazs a degperate wav to protect a nogez-
ine's copyright.)

Chucke Borria, ctd.) to mike the grnde 28 pro-mithors, but in their secret he~rts
cvery goddrm one of tham ig completely and utterly convinced that he'd be 2 crezy
succoss 1f only he could gat his littlc paws on & pro-editorship e&nd Show Tho Best-
~rds. ut wuld wanasborough or Bemmett rnlly be an improvement on Camell?

\2lt, you follow me? You do underatand that therv arc anly two poasible choiecca
raxadning and trust completely in my ifine impartial judgement. e heve boon fricndr
for mo long cnd you must know that I em canpletely unbdasscd mmd modertito in 2ll oy
:-ricrm tut, woll honestly Wwalt....you do have that ode taste for thot dreoxy Von
Vogt stuff cnd you know it wouldn't bo policy to run 20-poge cditorials gvery issuc.

fuch hea heppened 4 nce I wrote the previous pngu. The Building Socicety finrlly
decadod to grunt me a cortgage and all hell broke loosc, I've boan jugsling with
mlicitorn, ogents, wellpapercrs, insuranec men and Chriet knows who olac, I howe
91gnad e golamn pranisc not to open a beershop or run a disorderly houso md to
gront froe occesa to the Earl of Pendrine §does he atill exerciae Jus pripx noctig?)
& highelrs ond ngsigns if they vieh to excavate in my bucky~rrd., also I will not er-
ect illbonrds or unaightly outhuildings keep pigs or cattle. I don't lowovw if I
shrll still be nllowed to vote Socialiat or even atand at the first floor id ndow
7nd poa on the people passing in the street tut I'm even i lling to bat tirt'll be
banad toc, €Just es long as you heven't undertaken mot to reenter frndone. ...}

Tho wwdding will bo on Scpt.9th. Complimcntary ticketa will bc issucd 1lcter, if
you would care to witness the speetaclo of me grovelling in front of the ~ltor.
(I'm teoring up my bound file of The Freethinker for confetti.)




indd Boges 2209 Richled Place I, litmoupolis 21 =+
ad for your gape of namirg or descabing e gsingle char-
coter in vell-remembered sf yerns such as "Nightull',
Yes, it's hard to cdo...and onc ia forced to full back
on catocned characters mch as Giies Habibula 1nd
Blockic Duguesre. Bat in Nightfall I cm otke o stab
at describing a couple of characters, at lgent *o e
cxtent of nerdng thadr po fessiarn. {Yenh, agtroncmer
ond joumalist: put the point rapeing, it wnan't cior- TR :
actarisation that mndc the story mamoreblu.}... Tt is hard to ,balicve thot EFR wos
CVoXr in acerica. He cust not h:ve locked at a phene directory. All Ma arcricms
havo Scxon nmes md thet was that fine ascriern girl in 'Call Hin Doad' nomcGe—
Panelope Wnittington? Samething likc th-t. #y @od. a8 I recall therc saen't o sing-
lc nane in the novel thst would be out of ploce in Cheshirc cxecept that of one por-
son rcfarred to though mot presented.

Thanas Perry, 1130 Ga-field St., Linealn 2, Ncbska
Fllis 418, Curswcll iFB, Toxes

Lurin Helgee=n, 11 Lawrencc avi,, lolvorno, NYess
al<hough I ~oted fur Iiyon, I hows comc to the
oconcluson thet it pight not be too bed sdith Eerm-
¢qy ug presidcnt. .t lesst ho chould help ovr
nigsal pregownm,

€sony pe: ple, erd Petcr, bat this next lctter ie
real old. [he first paregrmph rofers to & ~oan: in
tw 24 ealic.ial about cheedng for blrnks ty anal--
Yysing the worcdqvnamic cha-wetoriagtics of on urprirt.
. ¢d sheet {lyirs out of the duplientor, aa cpn28ad

: ' : ta = printed cne.}
Potew Nebey, 10 wallingten Square, Chelterhinn, Gles.=+e I've bucn leckdng cet fer
toamical date on squore aeroploncs for you, it as you recark it ia setnty. L gor-
ice of tecat roprota by Cenvair m3y be of valucs "aercdynmic Exporicerntsl Invceetig-
ation of Low aspcct-Ratic Untepercd Ovpnmic Scoi-ri;44 Surfacos, w7ith Vericus Typos
°1" Cot ing". The avrery in 'Index —cr nmticua' (abstmct 765/5Q3) anys thnt t.c
brgic acnstructiznal paterial wng a prcpamtion of vheat {lcur nd vesious =llcying
substmeca, suitatly keat-tronted, ~na o mirtaco couting of a fetty phtorinl an onc
aldc ecovered with 8 topecat vhich “or meat of the geies of tests conaigtcd ~f o
fagnry fmit extract. (The reassn for tosiing 4acoc prriiculer clossea of ncterial
i1s-net eoplained clenrly, d ic preauniably rilated tc acme highly clrasificd pIo—
Jeet.) IL wma feuna that, almeat irdepndent cf laurching ccnditions, thocc bodios
would Imd with the conted surface doma in 90: <f cuges; ond thet thore vos o
cund otf'ect making the percmntage mse to sbout C%% if ‘hc ground 'mo coverad by
& loosc loyer of send or dirt. This ccula ¥our s2lutian—by uang sinil-r anter-
“nla for printing B you wculd be ehlo %o viztn ‘1ly ewasuntae that the printcd side
would fall free down, 80 cxpesing @y biark @wiln tc view ot cnee. It io truc that
losdtdlity would suffer, mat You vould an lerst pmow Wi sidc yrur brocd wes
mticred.

In lealay & Hutz m interesting ap;licition of the Sturvodinger tove cquaticn
“es mantioned, tut the spplieation o poricgrphy is rlcost vnexpl-red. It hes bzen
uggestced that the function 'pai' should in this eprlicntion be.refcexred t5 2s grhies
tut,..a prelininary oxaminaticn cf the salicnt featiros shcwa thet tlo funetion
megt double-dot ((ad) chould bo primdnent, If you asuld provida o gunnly of dat-
* wuld ccncider the preparation of a parcer an the subjeet. The advancc of tac

<vnidderof scdence ip a cse t¢ vwhich one's ideure sheuld be willingly zivem =i




FUBLICATIONS FECEIVED RENIEMED BY 4@ WILLIS
The big Time + The Ljnd Spicer & Other Stories, hy Fritz Laiber. ice iouble. 354

<ritz Ld ber's thought procésscs have always seemou to me to have the 2liom chore g
acter of the wan in the Sturgeon story who threw the girl at the fan, ond Pob Shaw
onec recarked that thoy frightensd him, But offhand the anly cxnplo I could eall
to pind was the story cbout the grent cputer with nothing insido it tut = fat man
in his undervest drinkdng beer, so I welcomed this collection ea on oprortunity te
isolatc ond acfine this disturbing quality of the Leiber mind,

Unfortun:tcly the post frightening thing about The Rlg Timc is the foot thot it
w2g cstrdod 2 Bugo, It reeds jug ag it wns Golloped out in Gelexy, o protentious
Inrragr featooned with flyblown frognents of Culturc. In foct in a woy it reeds
®Wras, beeruse in thia ace-about-fiicc fomat you have nc @ming thot tho astory is
coming to on end. The narrative ook on wich ycu h2ve been druggod through the
-PTOVious 128 pagcs—the mison d'ctrc of the Great Cannge YWar——adienly cotches
on 2 holf-silmerged sllegory and straigntons out into a mera loose aqd, looving you
fleundering upd de down on a projecting shoxl of The Mind Spidar. This in tho only
di sodventege of ‘the "69" fomat of ace bocks, purt of ccurse fram your not beirng
?blc to corry thin around in publie: o:uld wo mot hiave a spacial Intclleectusl Snob
oition with tw back covors?

Io b feir, though, I rust adoit thet f-r ne The Bigz Tine suffas from incurahle
“lead tis, It hac o wonderful title but it never livee up to it any noxc thrp to
'012'a buildeup (whot could?) und much of my amoyancc with it is sheor ddseppoint-
aat. If ya didn't reac it in Geluxy y-u w=ight like it. Thre. cof the storics in
Ino idnd Spider, for instunce, dcel sith the sam- Chinge ‘inr sot-up ol I founl then
quitc emjcyable. apart from a gimvcky short thet leavas The Huntc® Future, a ser:
of cxtrepclated Swelen where everyone is geing mitty as a rosult of toc 1much fruit-
ccke, notephorieally speaking, rmc the title st.ry 2bout a glant alien tcdopethic
spilcr icprisoned in antarction. I just love stories ebcut gient clien telcpathie
splders irpriecne! in antaretiea :nd I think it alene is worth your monqy. Trat
2egAne cfn vou buy with one god story in it? It's the cnly cna of thig lot
thow;+: thnat eontains what I theuht of as the chnrceturistic Ld ber qurlity, a: it
locks ag if either I or wWollhein werv ristaken in roxercding this oo & ropreaantat-
ivc seleczion of Leibur's work.

advanturcs on Other Planets, odited by Irn iellheiz, acc pb. 35¢

~cst thamo antholopdes trample thedr vietins inte the grcund until tuc rordor
WNdoTs rwey i stagtefully, out the thae - f this -ne is larae amugh te ctond it.
If thicac five widely differoms stcrios hwe mything clgo in cazon ut wxecllonec
it is e plec for cc-operation cocng intelligert belngs, - wolecme ocroctive tc tne
vaydiopethic xencph-bde fostering :lsewheru in the ficld. if an alia: sntccaldp
lmds in your bockyend, hidc y=ur Beinloins sndt b=in.; this ~ut,
1 thought tho best wea Dec'o The Oblizuticn, in which the selicetc thasc of a
quidi-senal relationship with an e.t. is hundlod with a1i the tostc ens osguronce
of Brown's clagsic Cerrespendinee Ccurss—you remember, the one whore tha lonely
“ddover veluntarily aitern into a synadotie r ““ticnship vith a auaiporesitic lifo
fom. In Wlliems's Sound of Buglea psionic L. .imns reascuc lddnrpnod Zorth
child...nicely writtcn. Simek's Ogre is poor Simux, but thet's etill protty good
Bl I suspect parts of it werc designad tc appenl to Cumpbeli's conac of mumnur,
which lata moat of the rest of us cut. Tha'c is a Qoicdlly smpctant Loinstor and
then the original mngazine version of Ven Vogt's 21, J atil: )ike it. Ven noy nct
-2 8blc to writo for toffue, mt goshwow that ol sense, of W ‘gr is nmring cut of
~is vars. Tho steries nre from Startling 49, 52 ¢ 54 any 4SF 41 & 48, Gocd uy. :
2
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Eavesdroppings

SO I OFLY SENT i POSTCARD :ENTICHING THE
FLCT THLT I SOMETLIES SENT HO! L POSTCLRD
«vee.IT WaS LIKE BEING HIT BY . PALS EIUE
TBUNUEREOLT,....THE R.LL OF RLE V.S PHE-
CEIED BY 4 SIMMER.....\Y PSYCHILTRIST IS
4 COUD 1D-SHRINKER,....S9C JENT QUT WITH
4 TV LCTOR HUT DIIN'T LIXE IS VERTICLL
HOLD,.... WHENEVER I HELR L KNOCK LT MY
D00 I ALWAYS THINE I'M THE LLST LN OR
EuRTH,,...OF COURSE I'M ROT GOING BLLD,
I'¥ JUST GEITING TALLER THLT'S LlL......
JULES VERNE 4ND HGWELLS iID R L RUFTRORPF.
WEXE STTLL WRITING THEXR CLISSIC !LiSTER-
PIECES B.CK ¥ 'THE 19TH i¥D 20TH CENTURIES

" .0 HE'S 4 VERY SERIOUS LND CONSTRUCTIVE

T{PE BUT I SUPPOSZ THLT!S .1L RIGHT FOR &
BAODGE BUILDER,,...4ADDING LN ISL.ND OF
SURVIVING HIRLWITY WOULD EE LILE SEXING UP
ROBINSON CRUSOE,....I DON!'T ELD T00 MUCH
—-JUST EINOUGH TO KF=P LYSELF LLIVE....
S&E OF US FEXL THAT TH.LT'S TOC :UCH.....
HE SATD WaIT EY THE =L=VATOR aD I'LL
ERING THE =PCHINGS DOWN.....SEE YWNTED US
T0 LIVE IN SIF EVEN aFT=R WE VERE 1%:RR1ED
+HY DID WE BAVE TO BUY LOUISI.ML. {HEN AE
GOT TH= REST OF TH= STLTES FOR NOTHMIIiG?...
.. THAT'S THE 4aY IT CRUMBLES, COOKIF-:ISE
eee..."HIN I TOLD.HIM HE SHEOULD STRIX= OUT
IN F.NDOM ON HIS OWR HE Cd BOVER &5D oo
-LL THE CRu.BAPPLES OFF OUR THEL,....BaVE
a CUP AND SaUCER OF T=a, JWiES.....IT'S
THZ ONLY INTRIGUE ITBOUT 4 HOTRED.....I
DOR'T SEE uHaT A FaRN CN D0 THEST D.YS

TO0 HELP SCIeNCE FICTION EXCEPT GO ROUMND
TH= NEoSSTARDS PUTTING _LL THE SF MiGS
4T THE BaCK.....YOU MAY CLLL IT SLE=p-
wIXING KT I CaLL IT PRI SCUITY.....ON
OUE EDLING NIGHT 4Y BUSRND PROPOSED
SQLETHIRG TELST EVEN Y O\ BROTHCR
WOULIN'T EaV=E DONE.....THE R LS OO
ING IOUN LIK® JOLTEN Hill.....o5 IS RE.L-
LY a TRUE SaN 29 IS HaRLICWFP=D BY MOHC-
OLIS.L......IF OIFIG -N PRUIST RELLLY
JOESN'T MEAR GERTLALEN I IID . VERY STLLY
TuING IN THE POST OFSICE THIS ::0RNING....
urchie mercer, waw 2, miko dedcinzor 2,
don allan 3, leo brett, jemeg thite 3,
larry shuw, bob shaw, jomes thurber 5,
jack lemon, greg banford, madclaine #il-
lia, andy young, chuck herris 2
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